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News from Lane Fire Authority
A Message from Chief Dale Borland
Welcome to the Fall/Winter 2022 edition of Flash
Point, Lane Fire Authority’s twice-a-year district
newsletter. On the top of my list is to notify all of our
patrons that the annual “Burn Season” has opened
effective October 10th. It has been exceptionally dry
this fall so be very careful if you can legally burn backyard woody waste.
Up-to-date information on backyard burning can be found by calling the
LRAPA burn line, (541) 726-3976.
On July 1st of this year we celebrated our first ten years as Lane Fire
Authority. We are proud of our heritage, which can be traced back 80
years to 1942 and the formation of the Irving Fire Cooperative. One by
one, additional rural fire departments were formed, which later merged to
form larger departments. With each formation and merger, the goal was
to expand and share apparatus and equipment to better to serve their
respective communities.
The backbone of all of these departments has been “neighborhood
volunteers” who proudly contributed their time and service by responding
to the needs of their neighbors and friends. But finding enough volunteer
support has always been a challenge, even in the earliest days.
Particularly difficult was finding enough volunteers to consistently
respond to emergency calls. As area population increased, the economy
changed and the demands of work and family made it more and more
difficult for individual volunteers to devote time to training and response.
Consequently, the number of volunteers began to decline – a pattern
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experienced throughout the United States. In order to meet this challenge,
Lane Fire Authority has had to change the way it is organized.
Today we have a combination of full-time paid firefighters, coupled with
three types of volunteer responders: 1) “Neighborhood Volunteers” who
respond to stations in the outlying rural areas of the district; 2) “Shift
Volunteers” who spend twenty-four hours every sixth day at one of our
two main stations. During their shifts they are given time off time off for
work and school. Nearly all of our Shift Volunteers and live
predominantly outside our district boundaries. Many plan to pursue
careers in the fire/EMS service; and 3) “Resident Volunteers” - a small
select group of volunteers who live at Station 116 in Santa Clara and
Station 101 in Veneta and receive funding for classes and books that lead
to a career in the fire service. Resident Volunteers pull assigned shifts
and when needed are able to respond to calls outside their scheduled
shifts.
By utilizing a combination of paid staff and the three categories of
volunteers, we are able to staff our two main stations twenty-four-hours a
day. While we will always face the challenge of finding enough
volunteers, we believe our current structure will enable us be to meet the
needs and challenges of our ever-changing communities.
On behalf of every firefighter in Lane Fire Authority, I thank you for your
support. Our goal as first responders is to provide you with the highest
quality of service.
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Burn Season Has Opened Effective
October 25th
The annual burning season within Lane Fire Authority and surrounding
areas has opened effective October 25, 2022. This fall has been
exceptionally dry and until there is a sufficient amount of soaking rain
those who can legally burn must exercise caution. With an abundance of
dry material on the ground, there remains the risk of fire getting away
from a burn pile. If an individual does burn, it is essential they call the
Lane Regional Air Protection Agency’s Outdoor Burning Advisory phone
number: (541) 726-3976. The Outdoor Advisory will inform the caller
about the areas where burning is allow and whether it is permissible to
burn on a given day.
During “Burning Season”, each person who lives within an area where
backyard burning of yard debris is allowed must have in their possession
a copy of Lane Regional Air Protection Agency’s Burn Regulations,
which are no longer called Burn Permits. On the next page is a copy of
LRAPA’s Burn Regulations – please note in order to burn yard debris,
you must live in an area where it is permitted and call the LRAPA Burning
Advisory Line (541-726-3976), to determine if it is a burn day. It is the
responsibility of the adult doing the burning to annually review the
LRAPA Burn Regulations, have a copy in their possession, and call the
LRAPA Burning Advisory phone line (541-726-3976) prior to burning to
make sure it is permitted to burn on that day.
A copy of the Burn
Regulations can be downloaded from LFA’s website (www.lanefire.org)
or copied from this newsletter and printed. Remember, a copy of the
Burning Regulations needs to be in the hands of the person responsible
for doing the burning.
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Outdoor Burn Regulations
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Backyard Burning Information

Depending on the weather, fire conditions and air quality, burn season generally runs
from October 1 to June 15th of each year (lack of rain in 2022 delayed the start of
burn season until November 1st). If you are contemplating burning yard debris,
please read the following information carefully:
Do you live in an area that allows the burning of backyard waste? If you live within
the Eugene/Springfield Urban Growth Boundary (see the map below), there are
special limitations: Outdoor burning is always prohibited on lots smaller than 2
acres inside the Eugene Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) and on lots smaller than
0.5 acre inside the City of Springfield and the Springfield UGB. (These limitations
are set by LRAPA).
If you do live in area that allows backyard burning, always call the Residential
Outdoor Burning Advisory Line (541-726-3979) to determine if it is a “burn day.”
Make sure you have in your possession a 2019-2020 Outdoor Burn Permit issued by
Lane Fire Authority. A copy of LFA’s Burn Permit is on page 3 of this issue of
Flash Point.
Please read and take all the steps necessary to meet the requirements for burning.
Lane Fire Authority does not write the yard waste burning rules, they are created by
the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA). We issue the burn permits, can
set limits on dates when burning is permitted and are dispatched to reportedly illegal
fires.
Why do we have a limited burning season and require a burn permit on the premises?
It is all related to health concerns, safety, and not burning when there is high fire
danger. If you do burn, your burn piles must be no larger than three cubic yards
(multiple burn piles are allowed). Your burn piles are limited to yard vegetation
(woody debris, leaves, or grass). You cannot burn paper, rubber products, tires,
plastic, garbage, petroleum and petroleum-treated materials, asphalt, industrial
6
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waste, or any material that creates dense smoke or noxious odors. A shovel and
adequate water supply must be nearby. An adult must be present and all fires must
be extinguished by dark (this is so smoke can escape more readily into the
atmosphere).
Please note: If you burn out-of-season or on a non-burn day, you can be subject to a
substantial fine issued by the Oregon Department of Forestry or the Lane Regional
Air Protection Agency. Why the restrictions? During the dry season there is the
high risk of fire and during the period between October and June burning restrictions
are issued when atmospheric conditions prevent smoke from clearing out of the
Willamette Valley.
Can I use a burn barrel? No, burn barrels are illegal in the
State of Oregon and are never allowed.
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What Are the Alternatives to Backyard Burning?
Looking for ways to avoid burning or not allowed to burn in your area? Here are
some alternatives you might want to consider:
► Precycle – Buy recyclable products that can be reused or taken to a recycling
facility.
► Compost – Let your yard debris and food waste decay. There are some great and
easy ways to do this. Go to:
http://www.wikihow.com/Compost
► Reduce – Reduce the amount of nonrecyclable produced you buy and the amount
of “junk” mail you receive. Tell companies to remove your name from their mailing
lists.
► Reuse – Think before you burn if the item can be reused, fixed, or salvaged.
► Recycle – Recycling has come a long way. You can now recycle such items as
newspaper, magazines, “junk” mail, glass, metal, and plastics. Contact your local
recycling center for more information.
► Properly Dispose of Waste – Do not litter, dump, or burn prohibited
items. Instead, use a waste collection service, transfer station, convenience center,
or local landfill.
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Wildfire Season over?
Don’t let your guard down
quite yet!!
Below is a list of the major Wildland Fires to which LFA sent crews this past
summer. Some of these fires will continue to smolder and burn until the rain and
snow of winter extinguish them.
Information on all active fires in Oregon is available from the following websites:
The State of Oregon Fires and Hotspots Dashboard:
https://wildfire.oregon.gov/pages/current-conditions.aspx
Fire Weather Avalanche:
https://www.fireweatheravalanche.org/fire/state/oregon
InciWeb – Incident Information System: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
During the month of August, crews from LFA were sent to a number of wildland
fires, including the three listed below
Cedar Creek: Began August 1. It is located northeast of Oakridge and was lightning
caused. As of October 2th the Cedar Creek Fire has burned over 127,283 acres and
is only 55% contained.
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Rum Creek: Began Aug. 17 near Merlin, Oregon. It was lightning caused and has
burned 21,347 acres. By the end of September the Rum Creek Fire was reported to
be 90% contained.

Double Creek/Sturgill Fire: Located in the Wallowa Mountains in Eagle Cap
Wilderness area. The two fires began late August 22 or early August 23 and both
were lightning caused. Combined they have burned 193,183 acres as of October 11th.
Both fires are about 89% contained.

(All photographs of wildland incidents courtesy Chief Dale Borland)
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Lane Fire Authority Celebrates Its First Decade
A Brief Summary of an Eighty Year Heritage
by Fred Scalise

Lane Fire Authority (LFA) is the successor agency that has resulted from the mergers
of six (6) historical rural fire protection districts: Irving, Veneta, Alvadore, Crow
Valley, Elmira-Noti, and Walton RFPDs. In July 2018, Santa Clara RFPD
functionally consolidated with Lane Fire Authority, becoming the seventh historical
district to become part of LFA.

Historical Summary:
Irving and Santa Clara
In early 1942, at the beginning of the U.S. involvement in World War II,
residents in the Irving and Santa Clara areas (northwest of the City of Eugene)
began organizing and training as auxiliary Civil Defense firefighters. The
purpose of this training was to backfill the losses of firefighting personnel to
wartime enlistment, and to prepare for the possibility of an enemy aerial
bombardment.
By petition and vote, residents of the Santa Clara area created Santa Clara
RFPD in September 1943.

Lane Fire / Rescue
Local business leaders in the Irving area purchased a fire engine, and formed a
private “fire co-operative”, in 1943. Residents of the Irving area voted to convert
the private fire service to a public, tax-base supported fire district, Irving RFPD,
on July 8, 1944.
Two catastrophic fires in the communities of Alvadore and Franklin resulted in
local residents voting to create Alvadore RFPD on August 26, 1960.
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In April 1973, Alvadore RFPD formally merged with neighboring Irving RFPD
to form the Lane Rural Fire Protection District No. 1. The name of this
district was officially changed to Lane Rural Fire / Rescue in 1995.
Lane County Fire District No. 1
In 1952, Boy Scout Explorer Troop 96 initiated a community service project to
acquire a fire engine for Veneta. The boys organized fund-raisers, solicited
donations, and in just a few months raised enough money (approximately
$1,100) to buy, repair, and outfit a very well-worn, 1941 Chevrolet truck for use
as a firefighting unit. Local business owners provided additional support, and a
special election resulted in the creation of the Veneta RFPD in August 1953.
In response to a tragic fatal house fire just west of Noti, residents in the Elmira
and Noti communities voted to create the Elmira-Noti RFPD in March 1966.
Crow Valley RFPD, serving the rural areas to the southwest of Eugene, was
created by an election held on August 2, 1966.
A few concerned residents in the Walton area created a private volunteer fire
department in 1973. Voters approved converting this private firefighting
brigade to a public, tax-base supported fire district, Walton RFPD, in 1977.
The Veneta and Elmira-Noti districts merged to create Fernridge RFPD in June
1989. Walton RFPD merged with Fernridge RFPD in 1993.
Crow Valley RFPD merged with Fernridge RFPD, to create Lane County Fire
District No.1, in 1995.

Lane Fire Authority
In July 2012, Lane County Fire District No. 1 and Lane Rural Fire / Rescue
completed a functional consolidation to create the Lane Fire Authority. The
two districts formerly merged in 2016.
In July 2018, Santa Clara RFPD functionally consolidated with Lane Fire
Authority.
12
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Grants Awarded Lane Fire Authority
Have Had a Significant Impact
Thanks to the dedicated work of Assistant Chief Randy Wood in collaboration with
numerous members of Lane Fire Authority, the fire district has been awarded an
impressive number of federal, state and private grants. These grants have enabled
the department to purchase new apparatus and upgrade its equipment. Over a period
of two and a half years, Chief Wood and other members of Lane Fire Authority have
brought in over $1.6 million in total grant funding. The work of Chief Wood and
those who helped him has led to LFA being better equipped to serve its patrons while
simultaneously saving the Fire District’s tax payers a considerable amount of money.

Fire Engine (FEMA)
Ambulance (FEMA)
Ambulance (ARPA)
Lucas Tools (ARPA) 6 of them
Brush Unit (ARPA)
Misc Equipment (ARPA)
Fence (SDAO)
Staffing (Senate Bill 762)
iPads (State Rural Health)
Declaration 4562 (Holiday Fire(
Declaration 4499 (Covid)
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Purchase
Total
632,057
300,000
300,000
90,000
200,000
160,000
5,000
35,000
5,000
5,151
51,265
1,783,473
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$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

LFA Paid
116,486
50,000
2,500
168,986

Grant
Sponsor Paid
$
515,571
$
250,000
$
300,000
$
90,000
$
200,000
$
160,000
$
2,500
$
35,000
$
5,000
$
5,151
$
51,265
$
1,614,487
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Chief Randy Wood reflects on the grants received by Lane Fire Authority:
Lane Fire Authority (LFA) is very proud that we look for every way imaginable to
use your tax dollars wisely and stretch every penny possible out of them. One of the
ways we accomplish this is to apply for grants. These grants have provided us with
the means to acquire both additional personnel and equipment using fewer Fire
District funds. The accompanying chart shows the grants we have received over the
past two and a half years. I wrote each of these grants but received generous
assistance from numerous members of Lane Fire Authority.
Past grant writers have enabled Lane Fire Authority to purchase Self-contained
breathing apparatus (through an AFG equipment grant), upgrade our Crow Valley
station (via an Oregon Seismic Grant).
What procedures do we follow when we write a grant?
Time is allocated for staff to research for available grants.
Determine for which grants we would or might qualify.
Review how much in the way of funding is available.
Look at the time frame requirements.
Look at all of the conditions required by the grant.
The actual writing of the grant involves thorough research, the ability to
demonstrate need, and the gathering of budget information. Once the grant is
written, there is no guarantee it will be accepted.
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Lane Fire Authority Member News
Promotions:
Lane Fire Authority is proud to announce the promotion of the following members
June: Josh Reynolds and Mikah Reed
promoted to the rank of Engineer.

July: Bee Brush promoted to the rank of
Firefighter:

Diana Holmes promoted to the rank of
Engineer.

Megan Gray promoted to the rank of
Captain.

October: Joe Vasquez promoted to the
rank of Engineer
Hayley Evans promoted to the
rank of Firefighter.
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New members:
In June, three Spring Academy recruits completed their training. They will be
working shifts at both Stations 101 and 115. Congratulations to Sky Niles, Paula
Nollan and Julie Sprauer.

Sky Niles

Paula Nolan
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Retirements:
Captain Bob Colwell retired on July 1, 2022.
Bob Colwell began his fire service career in 1994 as a volunteer
with Lane Rural Fire/Rescue. Simultaneously he enrolled in the
Fire Service program at Chemekata Community College where
he earned a Fire Science degree in 1995 and was hired by Lane
Fire/Rescue as a firefighter two weeks later. Bob was promoted
to lieutenant in 1997 and to captain two years later. For seven
years he was the primary Fire Skills instructor for LRFR. Bob
made a major contribution to Lane Rural when he spent countless hours over a two
year period helping secure an ambulance ASA for the district. When the ASA was
awarded in May 2002, Lane Rural was sanctioned to provide area ambulance
transportation and Bob began to pull twenty-four hour ambulance shifts. A year
later he was one of the key leaders in unionizing Lane Rural firefighters and EMS
personnel, with the help of IAAF, and has been on the Executive Committee for ten
years. From 2003 to the present, Bob has been on the bargaining team for every
labor contract.
Reflecting on his upcoming retirement, Bob noted: I’m extremely proud of having
been a firefighter for the last 28 years and couldn’t think of a single other career I’d
rather have done. During those 28 years I’ve had the pleasure to meet and build
lifelong friendships with so many people that work here and in other agencies.
Seeing the development of this agency and its members is truly impressive and I’m
proud to have had a hand in that development.
Congratulations to Captain Colwell on his July 1 st
retirement.
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LFA New Hires:
Flash Point welcomes three new hires to Lane Fire Authority. All three have had
prior experience as volunteer firefighters/medics with LFA have also worked for
other fire/ems agencies. They began their employment on August 8th.
Congratulations to the following new full-time LFA employees:

Baylie Hill

Jacob Lay

19
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Death of Retired Assistant Chief Rod Smith
It is with great sadness we report the death of Rod
Smith, who served as Assistant Chief of Lane County
Fire District #1 and Lane Fire Authority fire
departments until his retirement in August of 2013. Rod
was in the fire service for over forty years, serving on
the Crow Valley, Lane County Fire District #1 and Lane
Fire Authority departments. While working for
LCFD#1 and LFA, Rod worked on the map books
making corrections and adding locations, a job he
continued after his retirement. Rod was also an
ordained minister who married a number of members of the fire service.
Rod passed away on his family’s ranch in eastern Oregon on July 15th. A memorial
service was held on Saturday, August 20th at 11:00 at LFA’s Station. For members
of the Lane Fire Authority community who did not know Rod, Flash Point has
reprinted an article that appeared in the 2013 Fall/Winter issue that announced Rod’s
retirement. It briefly discussed Rod’s background and summarized his career in the
fire service.

Assistant Chief Rod Smith Retires
On Friday, August 30, 2013 Assistant Chief Rod Smith retired from
Lane Fire Authority, after over forty years in the fire service. Chief
Smith was born in Ontario, Oregon and was raised in several small
ranching communities in the Ontario area. After graduating from
high school, he spent one year working for U.S. Bank and then
attended Northwest Christian College, where he graduated with a
Bachelors in Theology. Rod entered the Masters in Teaching
program at the University of Oregon and was hired to teach third
grade at Spring Creek Elementary School in Eugene.
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In 1972, while Rod was teaching at Spring Creek, and living in a
home on Briggs Hill Road, he received a flier in his mailbox which
announced that the local fire department was about to lose the fire
engine station which was located in a small tin shed near the
intersection of Pine Grove and Gimpl Hill roads. There were not
enough engine operators and the apparatus was going to be
relocated to the main Crow Valley Fire Department station. Rod
attended a general meeting, followed several days later by
attending a fire department "drill" or training session . . . and as he
says "the rest was history." He soon joined Crow Valley and
worked his way through the ranks, eventually becoming a
battalion chief.
In September of 1994, Rod was hired by Chief Dale Kamrath of the
Fern Ridge Fire Department, as the department's training officer.
Rod left his Eugene teaching position to accept the job. Six months
later, in 1995, the Fern Ridge and Crow Valley fire departments
merged, becoming Lane County Fire District #1.
Rod's
responsibilities expanded and he became an Assistant Fire Chief.
In 2012 LCFD#1 functionally consolidated with Lane Rural
Fire/Rescue, forming Lane Fire Authority. Rod wryly observes that
he helped close down three fire departments and participated in
the birth of a fourth.
During Rod's forty-year career in the fire service he became an
integral part of the local and state cadre of training officers. This
was a natural off-shoot of his career as a teacher and he was able
to apply his outstanding instructional skills. Chief Smith worked
closely with the South Willamette Fire Training Association and the
Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and Training
(DPSST). He developed curriculum and traveled throughout the
state teaching a variety of courses.
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The first engine Rod drove. It was housed at the Pine Grove Road Station. Several years later the
Spencer Creek Station was built and the old tin Pine Grove Station was moved to a site on
Territorial Highway near the intersection with Lorane Highway & Gillespie Corners).

Rod reflected on his retirement by first acknowledging the
opportunities and training provided to him by Chiefs Dale Kamrath,
Marty Nelson and Terry Ney. He noted he has had a "very fulfilling
and rewarding career but it's time (to retire) and I'm OK with my
decision."
Rod Smith will be missed by everyone who has worked with him in
the fire service. We wish him the very best as he begins his
retirement.

Copy of photo collage given to Rod Smith at his 2013 retirement party at Station 101.
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Lane Fire Authorities Public Education
and Community Outreach Programs
By Lt. Tressa Miller

The Fall of 2022 is shaping to set a record for the number of
requests for LFA’s Fire and Life Safety presentations, which
often tie in with October’s Fire Prevention Month. Already
requests have been received from three elementary schools in
the Fern Ridge School District and from several local home
school groups in the Veneta, Elmira, and Santa Clara areas. Perhaps the main reason
for the increase in the number of requests is related to the lifting of COVID
restrictions.
The focus of 2022 is Home Escape Planning, something
that LFA has discussed in classrooms and presentations
for years. Home fires happen without warning and burn
hotter and faster than ever. This leaves people as little as
2 minutes to escape. Preparing, planning and of course
practicing home fire escape can help keep you and your family safe during a home
fire. In Oregon in the last five years an average of 32 people have died each year in
home fires.
To reduce the number of home fire related deaths in Oregon, here are some essential
steps that everyone should know:
- Develop a home escape plan and practice it at least twice a year.
- Make a plan that includes knowing 2 ways out of every room.
- Install and maintain working smoke alarms in the home. Check them each
month. Make sure everyone in the home knows what to do when the alarm
sounds.
- Identify an outside meeting place in the front of the home and ensure
everyone knows where this is.
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- Teach all household members how to call 9-1-1 and make sure everyone
five years of age or older knows their home address.
Your job is to get out and stay out - let the fire department do the rest.

In addition to school requests for presentations on Fire and Life Safety, LFA has
received requests for:
- CPR and first aid classes utilizing the newest curriculum.
- Fire extinguisher training.
Lane Fire Authority has or will be involved in other Community Outreach activities,
including:
- National Night Out in Veneta.
- Veneta Harvest Festival
- Jerry Fire and Life Safety Day at the Eugene store.
- Kiwanis of Fernridge Monthly Clinic and their Annual Food Drive in
December.
- Standby at high school football and soccer games.
- Veneta Light Parade.
- Spencer Creek Neighborhood Light Parade.
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Fire Prevention and Life Safety Information
NFPA announces “Fire
Won’t Wait. Plan Your
Escape™” as theme for
Fire Prevention Week,
October 9-15, 2022
Fire Prevention Week — the longestrunning US public health observance on record — celebrates its 100th
anniversary this October
June 14, 2022 – The National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®) has
announced “Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape™” as the theme for Fire
Prevention Week™, October 9-15, reinforcing the critical importance of
developing a home escape plan with all members of the household and practicing it
regularly. In addition, this October represents the 100th anniversary of Fire
Prevention Week, the nation’s longest-running public health observance on record.
“This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign capitalizes on its milestone
anniversary, celebrating all we’ve accomplished in reducing the public’s risk to
fire over the past hundred years,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president of the NFPA
Outreach and Advocacy division. “At the same time, the theme, ‘Fire Won’t Wait.
Plan Your Escape,’ addresses challenges that remain.”
According to NFPA data, home — the place people feel safest from fire — is
actually where they are at greatest risk, with three-quarters (74 percent) of all U.S.
fire deaths occurring in homes. When a home fire does occur, it’s more likely to be
serious; people are more likely to die in a home fire today than they were in 1980.
“Today’s homes burn faster and hotter than they used to, minimizing the amount of
time they have to escape safely,” said Carli. “In a typical home fire, you may have
as little as two minutes to get out from the time the smoke alarms sounds.”
The Fire Prevention Week 2022 theme, “Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape,”
promotes potentially life-saving messages that can mean the difference between
25
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life and death in a fire. Developing a home escape plan with all members of the
household and practicing it regularly ensures that everyone knows what to do when
the smoke alarm sounds and uses that time wisely.
Following are key messages behind this year’s “Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your
Escape” theme:
•
•

•
•
•

Make sure your home escape plan meets the needs of all your family
members, including those with sensory or physical disabilities.
Smoke alarms should be installed inside every sleeping room, outside each
separate sleeping area, and on every level of your home. Smoke alarms
should be interconnected so when one sounds, they all sound.
Know at least two ways out of every room, if possible. Make sure all doors
and windows open easily.
Have an outside meeting place a safe distance from your home where
everyone should meet.
Practice your home fire drill at least twice a year with everyone in the
household, including guests. Practice at least once during the day and at
night.

As the biggest annual campaign at NFPA, Fire Prevention Week works to educate
people about the leading risks to home fires and ways they can better protect
themselves and their loved ones. Local fire departments play a key role in bringing
Fire Prevention Week to life in their communities each year and spreading basic
but critical fire safety messages.
To learn more about Fire Prevention Week, its 100th anniversary, and this year’s
theme, “Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape,” visit www.nfpa.org/fpw.
For this release and other announcements about NFPA initiatives, research and
resources, please visit the NFPA press room.
About the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®)
Founded in 1896, NFPA® is a global self-funded nonprofit organization devoted to
eliminating death, injury, property and economic loss due to fire, electrical and
related hazards. The association delivers information and knowledge through more
than 300 consensus codes and standards, research, training, education, outreach
and advocacy; and by partnering with others who share an interest in furthering the
NFPA mission. For more information, visit www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and
standards can be viewed online for free at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.
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Flue Fire Prevention
By Dean Chappell, LFA Fire Marshall

During the winter months, flue (chimney) fires are among
our
most frequent calls, with some leading to major house fires. Flue fires are the
product of creosote buildup within the chimney. When creosote ignites, it often
burns with an alarming "roar" and intense heat that can damage the flue/chimney.
Chimneys made out of brick or masonry can crack and significantly degrade,
opening spaces for hot gases and flame to travel into attics and walls. Extremely hot
metal stove pipes can warp, separate at the seams and rust rapidly, and like masonry
chimneys, can allow hot gases and flame to travel into walls and attics.
If you have a fire in your chimney: Get everyone out of the house, as fire can
spread with incredible speed. Call 9-1-1 from a safe distance using your cell phone
or from a neighbor's house. Do not try to put out the fire by pouring or spraying
water down the chimney. The sudden change in temperature can further degrade the
chimney.
After a flue fire, DO NOT continue using the fire place or wood stove. Call a
chimney service professional to clean and inspect the chimney as well as assess the
damage. Your chimney may need to be repaired and possibly relined to make it safe
for further use. Be aware that chimney renovation can be expensive. The costs may
be covered by your insurance company, but it would be wise to check with your
agent.

The anatomy of a flue fire:

Masonry Flue found on many wood stoves
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What is creosote and where does it come from?
Heated wood releases hydrocarbon gases. When these get hot enough (about 1100
degrees F) they mix with air and catch fire. When hearth or woodstove fires smolder,
unburned gases condense and deposit on the stovepipes and the flue as runny acids
and liquid tars that harden into creosote. Both a cool flue and steam from green or
wet wood encourage creosote buildup.
Creosote can appear as any of the following;
- a sooty powder
- a gummy mess
- a hard glaze
- or a deposit that looks like burnt marshmallows.
A creosote fire can burn with such blast-furnace intensity that it sets off this
frightening chain of events: Crumbling and cracking mortar, balls of flaming
creosote shooting out of the chimney top and onto the roof, clay-tile flue-liners
cracking open, stainless steel liners warping, buckling and separating at the seams,
masonry in the chimney expanding with such force that sections of the chimney blow
out, flames possibly spreading to the structure or roof of the house (The wood
framing in your house doesn't necessarily need to be in direct contact with fire in
order to ignite, it just needs air, oxygen and enough heat.)
A house may survive the first chimney fire, but the intense heat has started
pyrolyzing* nearby combustibles, thus lowering their ignition temperature. This
makes the structure very vulnerable to a subsequent chimney fire.
A fire damaged flue liner can no longer safely protect either the chimney or the
house.

*What is Pyrolysis:

Pyrolysis is chemical decomposition caused by heat.
Severely pyrolyzed wood can ignite at only 2l2 degrees F, while it would normally
have a catch-fire temperature of about 500 degrees F, before it had any exposure to
intense heat.
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Excessive creosote build-up is caused by one or more of the following:
A flue too big for the appliance it serves. Most open
fireplace flues are too big to be used to vent a woodburning
stove or a fireplace insert without a liner. This causes a
sluggish flue-draft effect where gases expand to try and fill
the space then cool down too quickly, allowing creosote to
deposit on the chimney walls, where it sticks much like thick
glue.
Solution: Install a stainless steel liner that is properly sized for the stove or
fireplace insert. A liner is required by many building codes when installing a
fireplace insert in an open fireplace.

Poor woodburning habits, such as severely limiting the air supply in a stove to
achieve an all-night burn can cause a sluggish draft and a smoldering fire that
doesn't get hot enough to burn the volatile gases released by the wood and creosote
will form quickly.
Solution: Burn smaller, hotter fires using seasoned firewood with a good draft.
Never air-starve the fire. This way, the heat will quickly warm up the flue and
increase the draft, while volatile gases burn up in the stove the way they should
and your chimney will have much less build up.

An oversize or outdated stove. When a stove is too big for the space it heats, it's
likely to be burned in the closed down, creosote-producing mode. Also, many stoves
sold in the 70s and early 80s are now obsolete. They're not as clean burning as the
newer, UL certified models designed to meet new emissions standards.
Solution: Replace your old stove with a new high-tech unit correctly sized for the
space you want to heat and matched with the proper venting system.
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A neglected chimney flue. Many of us don't give our chimneys a second thought
until something goes wrong.
In addition to practicing good wood burning habits, initiate a regular inspection and
maintenance program. Find an experienced, certified professional to clean and
inspect your flue on an annual basis. If you clean your own flue, do so practicing
good safety techniques for using ladders and climbing on roofs.

A Final Note:
If you are planning to install a wood stove, please note, stove and
chimney installation are "NOT" home handyman chores.
They call for professional know-how, special training, technical
expertise and familiarity with the local building codes. Be sure
to check with Lane County on required building permits.
Installation that is done without official inspection and permits
will void insurance coverage and most importantly can lead to a
tragic fire.
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Carbon Monoxide Detectors Save Lives
Carbon monoxide is a by-product of combustion, present whenever fuel is burned.
It is produced by common household appliances such as gas or oil furnaces, clothes
dryers, water heaters, ovens and ranges that use a burning product. . A charcoal grill
operating in an enclosed area, a fire burning in a fireplace or a car running in an
attached garage also produce carbon monoxide.
According to the Journal of the
American Medical Association (JAMA), carbon monoxide is the number one cause
of poisoning deaths in the U.S.A. It is odorless and tasteless. If present, it can cause
illness and death. Making sure furnaces and other potential carbon monoxide sources
are properly vented and in good working condition, along with owning a UL listed
carbon monoxide detector, could become a matter of life and death.What do you do
and who do you call if your carbon monoxide detector goes into alarm?
First, immediately have everyone move to a location that has fresh air. Do a head
count to be sure all persons are accounted for.
Second, check to see if your carbon monoxide detector is signaling a low battery
that needs replacement.
Third, call 911 and ask for assistance. Personnel and an apparatus from Lane Fire
Authority will respond and assess both the occupants and dwelling.
Fourth, do not re-enter the premises until you have been assured there is no longer
carbon monoxide present.
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How to Develop a Home Escape
Plan
● Pull together everyone in your household and make a plan. Walk through your
home and inspect all possible exits and escape routes. Households with children
should consider drawing a floor plan of your home, marking two ways out of each
room, including windows and doors. Also, mark the location of each smoke alarm.
● A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat and fire. Install smoke alarms
in every sleeping room, outside each sleeping area and on every level of the
home. NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code® requires interconnected smoke alarms
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.
● When you walk through your plan, check to make sure the escape routes are clear
and doors and windows can be opened easily.
● Choose an outside meeting place (i.e. neighbor's house, a light post, mailbox, or
stop sign) a safe distance in front of your home where everyone can meet after
they've escaped. Make sure to mark the location of the meeting place on your escape
plan.
● Go outside to see if your street number is clearly visible from the road. If not,
paint it on the curb or install house numbers to ensure that responding emergency
personnel can find your home.
● Have everyone memorize the emergency phone number of the fire department.
That way any member of the household can call from a neighbor's home or a cellular
phone once safely outside.
● If there are infants, older adults, or family members with mobility limitations,
make sure that someone is assigned to assist them in the fire drill and in the event of
an emergency. Assign a backup person too, in case the designee is not home during
the emergency
● If windows or doors in your home have security bars, make sure that the bars have
emergency release devices inside so that they can be opened immediately in an
emergency. Emergency release devices won't compromise your security - but they
will increase your chances of safely escaping a home fire.
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● Tell guests or visitors to your home about your family's fire escape plan. When
staying overnight at other people's homes, ask about their escape plan. If they don't
have a plan in place, offer to help them make one. This is especially important
when children are permitted to attend "sleepovers" at friends' homes.
● Be fully prepared for a real fire: when a smoke alarm sounds, get out immediately.
● Once you're out, stay out! Under no circumstances should you ever go back into
a burning building. If someone is missing, inform the fire department dispatcher
when you call. Firefighters have the skills and equipment to perform rescues.

Put your plan to the test
Practice your home fire escape plan twice a year, making the drill as realistic as
possible.
● Make arrangements in your plan for anyone in your home who has a disability.

● Allow children to master fire escape planning and practice before holding a fire
drill at night when they are sleeping. The objective is to practice, not to frighten, so
telling children there will be a drill before they go to bed can be as effective as a
surprise drill.
It is important to determine during the drill whether children and others can readily
waken to the sound of the smoke alarm. If they fail to awaken, make sure that
someone is assigned to wake them up as part of the drill and in a real emergency
situation.
● If your home has two floors, every family member (including children) must be
able to escape from the second floor rooms. Escape ladders can be placed in or near
windows to provide an additional escape route. Review the manufacturer's
instructions carefully so you'll be able to use a safety ladder in an emergency.
Practice setting up the ladder from a first floor window to make sure you can do it
correctly and quickly. Children should only practice with a grown-up, and only from
a first-story window. Store the ladder near the window, in an easily accessible
location. You don't want to have to search for it during a fire.
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Always choose the escape route that is safest – the one with the least amount of
smoke and heat – but be prepared to escape under toxic smoke if necessary. When
you do your fire drill, everyone in the family should practice getting low and going
under the smoke to your exit.
● Closing doors on your way out slows the spread of fire, giving you more time to
safely escape.
● In some cases, smoke or fire may prevent you from exiting your home or
apartment building. To prepare for an emergency like this, practice "sealing yourself
in for safety" as part of your home fire escape plan. Close all doors between you and
the fire. Use duct tape or towels to seal the door cracks and cover air vents to keep
smoke from coming in. If possible, open your windows at the top and bottom so
fresh air can get in. Call the fire department to report your exact location. Wave a
flashlight or light-colored cloth at the window to let the fire department know where
you are located.
Clear Your Escape Routes
Items that block doors and windows in your home could keep you from escaping in
the event of a home fire. And that could mean the difference between life and death.
So unblock your exits today! Key to your family’s safety is planning and practicing
a home fire escape plan twice a year. Start by identifying two escape routes out of
each room, if possible, then make sure that each of those escape routes can be used
safely by everyone.
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Planning escape routes in advance saves lives.
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Eight Bad Habits That Could Burn Your House Down
An important mission of Lane Fire Authority is fire
prevention. Below is a list of the most common causes
of fires in the home. Every year we are called to
extinguish fires directly related to one or more of these
causes. Please take a moment to look over this list and
the associated information.

1. Crowding appliances together: When you have inadequate space around
appliances, you are not allowing the heat they generate to dissipate. All major
appliances should be plugged directly into a wall outlet rather than using extension
cords or power strips to clump them in the same area. More than one heat-producing
appliance in an outlet at a time risks overloading the wiring, putting you at risk for
an electrical fire.
Another safety tip; sign up to get recall notices on your major appliances at
Recalls.gov. Occasionally products are recalled that have been found to be
potentially dangerous due to overheating.

2. Walking away from food cooking in the kitchen: Cooking, particularly
unattended cooking, is by far the leading cause of home fires. It only takes a few
seconds for an unwatched pot or skillet to catch fire. Frying is the riskiest cooking
method, according to the U.S. Fire Administration.
3. “Daisy-chaining” extension cords: Using extension cords should always be a
temporary solution. Stringing extension cords together is risky at best, as most
inexpensive extension cords use small gauge wire. When an appliance hooked to
these cords exceeds the cord’s electrical current capability, they overheat. The
longer the cord (and the more extension cords that are connected) the greater the risk
for overheating, potentially leading to shorts and fires.
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Further, never assume that a power strip has built-in surge protection. To have surge
protection, a power strip must state their capability and have UL, CSA-US or ETLUS labels on them.

4. Making do with damaged or worn out cords: Using compromised cords can
cause electric shock as well as increase your fire risk if heat from the wires comes
in contact with anything that can burn. In less than 30 seconds, the USFA reveals,
"a small flame can get completely out of control and turn into a major fire."
5. Leaving home with an electrical appliance running: With a few exceptions,
it is never wise to leave an appliance turned on when you leave the house. The
greatest risks for fire come from unattended dryers and cooking on the stove or in
the oven.
6. Ignoring the lint that needs to be cleaned out from the dryer: According to
the USFA, 2,900 home clothes dryer fires are reported each year and cause $35
million in property loss. Thirty-four percent of those blazes were caused because the
homeowner didn't clean the dryer. Without regular cleaning, the lint builds up,
preventing heat from the dryer being able to escape. Not only should you clean your
lint filer regularly, but check and clean your dryer hose leading all the way to the
exterior vent at least once a year.
7. Leaving a lit candle unattended: Sound like common sense? Yes, but it is
surprising how many of us light a candle, leave it unattended and forget to extinguish
it. Even a single votive can lead to a devastating fire. If you do use candles, keep
them to a minimum, use sturdy holders and extinguish them when you leave the
room.
8. Cleaning out your fireplace, wood stove or chimney, here’s what you need to
know: Disposing of ashes requires special precautions. Always place them in a
metal bucket, take them outside, away from all flammable items and fill the bucket
with water. You can then use the ashes in your garden (a good addition to your
compost pile), or allow them to dry before placing them in the trash.
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Know The Signs of Stroke and Heart Attack
Stroke and heart attacks are events that require immediate attention. New treatments
for stroke patients, if they are delivered to the hospital in a timely manner, have made
a significant difference in the outcome. Rapid intervention for a person showing the
signs of an impending heart attack or experiencing an attack itself, can make a big
difference. At the first signs of distress, call 911 to start the EMS (Emergency
Medical System) process. The American Heart Association offers the following
information:
Warning Signs of a Possible Stroke:
● Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg,
especially on one side of the body.
● Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding.
● Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes.
● Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or
coordination.
● Sudden, severe headache with no known cause.
Warning Signs of a Possible Heart Attack:
● Chest discomfort that lasts more than a
few minutes or goes away and comes
back. It can feel like uncomfortable
pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain.
● Discomfort in other areas of the upper
body including pain or discomfort in one
or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or
stomach.
● Shortness of breath which may occur
with or without chest discomfort.
● Other signs may include breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.
● As with men, the most common heart attack symptom in women is chest pain or
discomfort. However, it’s important to note that women are more likely to
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experience the other common symptoms, particularly shortness of breath, nausea/
vomiting and back or jaw pain.
Cardiac arrest strikes immediately and without warning. The signs include:
● Sudden loss of responsiveness (no response to tapping on the shoulders).
● No normal breathing (the victim does not take a normal breath when you tilt their
head up and check for at least five seconds.
Please note: Your ability to perform CPR is critical to the survival of a patient in cardiac arrest.
LFA offers classes on CPR. Call (541) 935-2226 for dates and times
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The Essential Guide to Surviving a
Power Outage
The only thing scarier than the lights going out is not
being prepared for it.
Weather-related power outages have more than doubled since 2003 and the power
outages that many of our patrons have experienced during the recent high-firedanger period have added to both inconvenience and anxiety.
Initially a power outage can lead to a sense of excitement and adventure, but once
it extends beyond 30 minutes to an hour, we become increasingly aware of not only
the inconvenience, but the need to rely on preparedness.
Below are suggestions on what you can do to be prepared before and during the
power outage:
BEFORE THE POWER OUTAGE:
Assemble and maintain an emergency kit: What
should be in it? Items might include a hand-crank or
battery-powered radio, flashlights, a first aid kit (with
gauze, tape, bandages, antibiotic ointment, aspirin, blankets, non-latex gloves,
scissors, hydrocortisone, thermometer, tweezers, and an instant cold compress),
extra batteries, a whistle, hand sanitizer, garbage bags, and a tool kit. Keep the items
in one easy-to-access plastic container.
Fill your car with gas: Fuel pumps run using electricity. Unless a service station
has a backup generator, it will be unable to dispense fuel during a power outage. It
is suggested that you make a habit of keeping your vehicle’s fuel tank at least half
full and if there is advance warning of an impending storm, to fill it up completely.
If you have a backup generator, you will want to have extra fuel on hand. However,
it needs to be stored safely; in an approved container and located away from your
home and heat sources.
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Stock up on food and water: Forget bread and
milk; what you really need is enough
nonperishable food and water to last at least three
days. A rule of thumb is to have one gallon of
water per person per day. Because you may be
unable to cook, you might consider having food
items such as tuna in cans or pouches, peanut butter, and granola bars. Further, don’t
forget to have plenty of food on hand for your pets.
Fill the bathtub with water: If your home uses a well or relies on electricity to
pump water, you will probably be without a ready source of water. You can go
without showering for a while, but you'll still need to use the toilet. Most modern
toilets provide you with one or two flushes before the tank is out of water. If you
have a bath tub full of water, you can use a bucket to dump water into the tank or
directly into the toilet to flush away waste.
Get cash: ATMs and credit card machines need electricity to work. If supermarkets
or convenience stores are actually open during an outage, having cash makes it more
likely you will be able to purchase needed food and other supplies.
Know your risks: Assess where you live and why you have had a power outage.
Unless there is an immediate threat to you and your home, it may be wisest to stay
where you are.
DURING THE STORM
Don't rely on candles: Candles use a flame for light and may set a calming mood
during a power outage, but they are not recommended due to risk of fire. Use
flashlights to light your way instead and keep on hand a good supply of fresh
batteries. In addition to powering flashlights, they can also be used to run portable
radios.
Be smart about generators: Portable generators can safely power important
electrical equipment like freezers, refrigerators, lighting, and more. However, they
can also be very hazardous. Never use a generator indoors. Only run a generator
outside. They emit carbon monoxide, an odorless, colorless gas that can quickly
buildup indoors and lead to death. Read and follow the manufacturer's guidelines
before operating the generator and never use it inside your home.
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Even with your generator outside, be sure to have battery-powered carbon monoxide
detectors in your home. In addition, when it comes time to refuel a generator, let it
cool for at least two minutes before refilling it. Gasoline and its vapors are extremely
flammable.
Keep the refrigerator and freezer doors closed: This helps food stay at the
appropriate temperature longer. Food should be safe as long as the power is out for
no more than four hours. If your refrigerator is in your garage and the weather has
been below 40 degrees, food can be kept at a safe temperature longer. If the weather
is below freezing, a closed refrigerator can help prevent the contents from freezing.
If the power outage extends for several days or longer, discard any perishable foods
(like meat, poultry, fish, eggs, dairy and leftovers) that have been above 40 degrees
for over two hours. Never taste food to determine its safety.
If you have warning of an impending storm that may cause a power outage, think
about filling containers with water and place them in your freezer. They can then be
used both as an aid to keeping food cold in your refrigerator and if kept in the freezer
can help you determine if the freezer has defrosted.
Unplug everything: Turn off or disconnect appliances and electronics that were in
use when the power went out. The power might return with momentary surges or
spikes that can damage the equipment. However, leave at least one light on so that
you know when the power returns.
If you can, stay inside and keep informed: As previously mentioned, unless you
are faced with an immediate threat, it is best to stay at home. Use a battery powered
or hand-cranked radio to stay informed.
If you need to contact others, keep in mind that cell phones have batteries that will
need to be recharged using an outlet in your car or by generator. Further, they may
not function at all as cell towers rely on electricity. If you still have a “landline”
(hardwired telephone) it is possible that it may still be useable, since it usually uses
an independent power source.
Stock up on board and card games, good books and other diversions: Be aware
that in a power outage, being able to use the Internet, accessing Facebook and other
social media, as well as watching television and videos is not going to happen
without a source of electricity. Plan ahead with alternative activities. If you are with
others, it may be an excellent time to rediscover direct interaction . . . for many a lost
art in the time of electronics.
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Response Ready Oregon
The Oregon State Legislature and the State Fire
Marshal’s Office Have Created a Wildland Fire
Prevention Program
The Oregon State Legislature, through the State Fire Marshal’s
Office, has taken proactive action to address the destructive Oregon wildfires of the
last two years. Their goal is to prevent a repeat of those devastating fires. For
example, this past summer in anticipation of major storms with significant amounts
of lightning, a crew from Lane Fire Authority was dispatched to southern Oregon to
be ready to respond with other firefighting crews should a major lightning caused
fire break out. Another example, the Oregon State Fire Marshall’s Office made
available by application special funding to Oregon fire districts to be used
specifically to increase their summer staffing. In so doing, the purpose was to
increase the number of firefighters that could be available for major conflagrations.
Additional funding was made available to assist fire departments in upgrading their
apparatus and equipment.
ABOUT RESPONSE READY OREGON
The OSFM’s Response Ready Oregon initiative was created to help bolster capacity
and modernize wildfire response within the Oregon Fire Mutual Aid System
(OFMAS). The goal of Response Ready Oregon is to attack fires while they are
small and keep them out of communities.
Through the State Fire Marshal’s Office, proactive actions to reduce destructive
wildland and interurban fires have included:
- Tree thinning
- Installation of a series of special heat and fire spotting cameras throughout
Oregon, particularly in areas vulnerable to wildland fires.
- When weather systems are predicted to produce lightning, strike teams are
activated and sent to staging areas where they can be rapidly dispatched in the
event of detected fires.
- Established a means of expanding the number of available firefighters
through its “2022 Wildfire Season Staffing Grants” program. Individual fire
departments can apply for funding through this program. The purpose of
these grants is for local fire departments to temporarily increase their staffing
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in the event of wildland fires. Thereby covering for department members sent
on wildland mobilizations. (LFA applied for and received one of these grants).
Response Ready Oregon provides extra capacity to local jurisdictions and Fire
Defense Boards chiefs to collaboratively help with the following:
- Modernize systems and technology that support the Oregon Fire Mutual Aid
System (OFMAS)
- Assistance to the Oregon fire service by creation and enhancements of local
and regional mutual aid plans
- Assistance to Fire Defense Board chiefs during initial attack, assessment of
fire, and requests for conflagration if necessary
- Fire season readiness reviews
- Assistance in determining fire service gaps and needs
- Liaison with the emergency management community, ODF, and other state,
tribal, and federal wildland fire partners.
In addition, the Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office has added to the capacity
of its operations by providing statewide training, safety, and planning
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Summary of the Goals of the Response Ready Oregon
Program
Pre-Positioning
Part of the Response Ready Oregon initiative is the ability for the OSFM to
pre-position resources ahead of expected increased wildfire conditions, such
as high winds, lightning, or hot weather. During the summer of 2021, the
OSFM pre-positioned resources seven times.
Immediate Response
Immediate Response is another tool OSFM has at its disposal. This is an
OSFM initiated mobilization of OFMAS resources to an active incident for
short-term surge capacity outside an emergency conflagration. In 2021, the
OSFM mobilized firefighters and apparatus to nine incidents to bolster initial
response capacity.
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Engine Program
OSFM is developing an engine program to purchase and strategically place
new firefighting equipment across the state. The apparatus will be placed
based on the gap analysis survey Oregon fire service agencies completed in
late 2021. The responses collected represented nearly every fire defense board
in the state. A specification committee was formed, comprised of a diverse
group from fire agencies across the state.
This program is a critical step in Oregon's response to devasting catastrophic
wildfires witnessed over the last decade - in local response, regional mutual
aid, and conflagrations. The program is currently funded at approximately
$25 million.
The OSFM is purchasing type 3, type 6, and tactical tenders intended to assist
local host agencies with keeping fires small and away from
communities. Host agencies will not be required to respond to statewide
mobilizations, but are encouraged to, providing OSFM apparatus are used at
the local and/or regional levels.
All OSFM apparatus will come equipped per the 2022 Oregon fire service
mobilization plan for response in the wildland-urban interface. This
equipment will become the property of the host agency. Apparatus must
maintain appropriate equipment based on type per the mobilization plan. The
apparatus may be retrofitted or modified upon request to meet agency needs.
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Winter Driving Tips
By Barry Nelson, LFA Vehicle Maintenance Department

The fall is an excellent time to do vehicle preventative maintenance and pre-planning
before the rain and cold weather really set in.
Here are some things to think about:
Equipment: How long has it been since the windshield wipers have been replaced?
What shape are your tires in?, Are your tires suited to the type of driving you are
doing? How bright are your headlights? Are the headlight lenses clean or are they
obstructed by dirt and debris? Are all of your vehicles lights working, including
those on the instrument panel? Are your brakes working normally or have they been
grabbing when applied? Are the seatbelts working correctly or do they hang up and
not release? Check your mirrors. Are they cracked or water spotted? Is your inside
windshield clean or is it dirty? A dirty windshield makes for glare from oncoming
driver's headlights. Have you checked to see if the vehicle you are driving has the
proper size tire chains and rubber chain tensioners onboard?
Cold Weather Operations: If you have ice on your windshield, use a spray on type
de-icer. Using hot water on your windshield is not advised as it may cause cracking
and can easily refreeze in very cold weather. If you park outside in subfreezing
weather, pull your wipers off the windshield and cover the windshield with
cardboard or a commercially purchased cover. Make every effort to let your vehicle
warm up before you begin driving.
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Storm and wind conditions: When driving in windy situations, be extra cautious
about falling limbs and trees. If you came across down powerlines, never cross them.
Call 9-1-1 to alert emergency dispatch of the problem.
Flooding is a common problem is our district's rural areas. Be extra cautious about
driving through flooded areas. It is easy to hydroplane - your vehicle's tires actually
ride on top of the water, causing loss of traction and control. The power of water
running across a road is often underestimated. Even at a depth of four to six inches,
a vehicle can be swept off a road, depending on the speed and volume of the water.
Driving in snowy conditions requires extra caution. In addition to using chains or
good quality snow tires, the key is to drive slowly and cautiously. You will need to
be constantly aware of your driving as well as watch out for other motorists who
may not be as careful or experienced as you are.
Summary: There are many other considerations when driving during our winter
months. My suggestions as a veteran mechanic are based on common sense. My
main message for all of our patrons, as well as for our department members, is
always do preventative maintenance, be aware of your vehicle's needs and always
drive defensively.
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2020-2021 Winter Safety Check
List
Each year we publish a Winter Safety Check List as an aid in
helping you keep your home and family free from harm. Please
take a few moments to review this list and take action where needed.
Woodstove, Pellet Stove, Fire Place: If you use a fireplace, wood stove or pellet stove, have
the flue cleaned annually (more frequently if you have to burn “green” or wet wood). One
of our most frequent calls in the winter is for flue fires caused by creosote buildup in
chimneys and stove pipes. Such fires can readily move into walls, ceilings, and attics.
Smoke Alarms: Check your smoke alarms monthly. If possible, vacuum dust from the face
and vents. Press the test buttons to make sure they are functioning. Alarms that are ten
years or older should be replaced with new units (some new smoke alarms are required by
law to have batteries that last ten years). You should have a smoke alarm in every sleeping
area on every floor. If you have smoke alarms that are wired into the house electrical
system, change the backup battery at least once per year.
Home Escape Plan: Develop a home escape plan – every family member should know two
ways out of every room and a safe place to meet outside. Practice your escape plan at least
twice a year and make sure your smoke alarms are loud enough to wake up the occupants
of your house.
Portable Electric Heaters: Make sure all your electric portable heaters have 36 inches of
empty space around them and are attached directly to an outlet. Never use extension cords
with portable heaters. Your heater should have a “tip over switch” which shuts the heater
off if it falls over. Check the heater’s electric cord for frays or cracks, and while the heater
is on, feel the cord to see if it is getting hot. The cords should never have anything on or
over them. Overheated cords are a common cause of fire. Never use kerosene heaters,
barbecues, charcoal grills or camp stoves indoors as they can produce carbon monoxide, a
deadly odorless and colorless gas.
Extension Cords: Inspect all appliance cords for cracks and frays. Never run extension cords
under rugs or furniture. Do not use extension cords for appliances drawing heavy amounts
of current. Make sure the cord can handle the amount of current demanded by the
appliance.
Electrical Outlets: Make sure electrical outlets are not overloaded. Outlet extenders that
allow multiple connections to one outlet can easily lead to overloading.
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Cooking: Always be cautious when cooking. Stove-caused fires and burns are more
frequent in the winter months. Use a lid to extinguish grease fires – never use water!
Candles: Never leave burning candles unattended. Use sturdy fire-proof candle holders.
Make sure all candles are away from flammable material. Try using “flameless” candles.
They are scented and flicker just like a real candle.
Holiday Lights: Use UL-approved holiday lights, check them for damaged cords and broken
bulbs, and be careful not to overload circuits—don’t connect more than three strings on
a single line. Use small “twinkle” lights or LEDs. They use less electricity and are much
cooler.
Christmas Tree: If you buy a tree for the holidays, make sure it is fresh (the needles should
be deep-green and flexible) and water it daily—a tree can use more than a gallon of water
per day!
Holiday Decorations: Keep holiday decorations away from candles, holiday lights, and other
heat sources. If at all possible, holiday decorations should be non-combustible or flame
resistant. In homes with small children, take special care to avoid decorations that are small,
sharp or breakable. Avoid trimmings that resemble candy or food as children might try to
eat them.
Gas/Propane Appliances: If you have propane appliances, make sure they are properly
vented. Know the location of the supply valve. If you smell propane, do not operate any
switches. Evacuate your home and call 911 from a portable phone.
Flammable Liquids:
Store flammable liquids in tightly sealed containers, placed in a well-vented area away from
your home. Use all gas powered tools and equipment out-of-doors and make sure they have
cooled down before refilling or storing them.
Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Install a carbon monoxide alarm if you use propane, have
wood-fueled appliances in your home, or have an attached garage.
Fire Safety for Children:
Teach your children that fire is a tool adults use for cooking and heating, not a toy to play
with.
Keep matches and lighters out of the reach of children.
Make Backup Copies of Your Personal Documents and Photos: Use your computer and a
scanner to copy precious family photos and important documents (deeds, birth certificates,
passports, credit card numbers, key phone numbers, etc.). Transfer the scanned items onto
a CD or DVD and place the disc in a safe deposit box or give copies to trusted friends or
relatives. You can also have your photos transferred to discs at many photo outlets.
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Assemble an Emergency Cache: During the winter months, heavy winds, flooding, and
snow, often accompanied by lengthy power outages, could isolate you and your family for
several days. Assemble an “emergency cache” of food and drinking water that could sustain
your family for three to four days. Also, make sure that you have extra blankets or sleeping
bags, a first aid kit, a working flashlight, and a portable radio plus spare batteries.
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by Lane Fire Authority. Visit our
website www.lanefire.org.
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